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Art Policy 

 
“I found I could say things with colour and shapes that I couldn't say any other 

way -things I had no words for.” 
Georgia O'Keeffe 

 
What is our intent for Art? 
 
We believe that art plays a valuable and significant role in children’s education, offering enrichment 

opportunities by taking part in school trips, clubs and wider opportunities such as competitions and art 

projects such as Year 3 taking part in the “Tate Project”, which brought together a wide range of pupils 

from primary schools across London. Our intent is to deliver a curriculum that is engaging and 

challenging, allowing all children to build on existing knowledge and acquire new skills, thereby gaining 

confidence in their abilities. The art curriculum will give children the opportunity to independently 

research and explore a diverse range of male and female artists, which will help them to develop their 

critical abilities and understanding of their own and others’ cultural heritage. 

Art is a practical subject and with effective teaching and considered sequences of lessons, children 

will develop their understanding of the visual elements of art and design (line, tone, texture, colour, 

pattern, shape, 3D form) giving the children opportunities to express and share their thoughts and 

ideas and enabling them to reach their full potential. 

 

Our rationale 
 
Our rationale for teaching art at Upminster Infant and Junior Schools is that art is a powerful tool that 
can support the development of knowledge, concepts and skills and enhances the learning process 
across the curriculum. It enriches the curriculum for all children, irrespective of gender, culture, 
religion, class and ability, helping them to achieve excellence and enjoyment.  The very nature of art 
helps all children to develop a respect for others artistic tastes and points of view and allows all children 
to be successful. 
 
Art and other National Curriculum subjects 
 
It is our belief that art can link with and enrich most other curricular subjects including literacy, maths 
ICT, history, RE and PHSE. Art can develop skills, attitudes and attributes that can support learning 
in other subject areas, such as creativity, self-confidence, resilience, problem-solving skills and help 
children to adapt to new situations, work co-operatively and learn to be tolerant and supportive of 
others. 
Art is a statutory subject in the National Curriculum. 
 
 
 
 



 2 

The school will plan a range of activities in art, which provides opportunities for children to: 
 

 Record responses, including observations of the natural environment (taking their learning 
outside when possible) 

 Gather resources and materials, using them to stimulate ideas 

 Explore and use different media 

 Review and modify their work as it progresses 

 Develop understanding of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from a range of times 
and cultures, applying knowledge to their own work 

 Respond to and evaluate art and craft including their own and others’ work 

 Understand and apply the key principles of art: line, tone, texture, shape, form, space, pattern, 
colour, contrast, composition, proportion and perspective 
 

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
 
Art plays an important part in the life of our school. It is available to every child and all children take 
part in creative activities, making a positive contribution. Our art curriculum ensures that children will 
have regular opportunities to study the work of both male and female artists as well as art from different 
times and cultures. Children with special educational needs, disabilities, gifted and talented or those 
learning English as an additional language will be supported appropriately in order that their needs 
are met to enable equal access to learning in art.   
 
How we implement Art  
 
The skills and knowledge that children will develop are mapped across each year group and 

throughout the school to ensure progression. The art units take inspiration from the artists children 

are studying as well as topics they are leaning in other subjects, for example in Year 3, when 

children are studying islands they use tie-dye and batik to produce a piece of art. A focus on skills 

means that children are given opportunities to express their creative imagination, as well as 

practise and develop mastery in a range of skills, such as: drawing, painting, and textiles 

 

Children are given access to a wide range of mediums and materials e.g. pastels, chalks, charcoal 

and clay and given the opportunity to visit art galleries (Year 5 visit the National Gallery to explore 

the stories behind paintings of Greek mythology) which supports the children’s increasing skills 

and confidence. Sketch books are used for children to record their observations and ideas and 

experiment with different methods 

 

Resources 
 
Resources are kept in two central areas – one for Foundation/KS 1 and one for KS2. There are a 
range of mediums in classrooms (paint, watercolours, pastels, different grade sketching pencils and 
charcoal) to give children the opportunity to choose and use a wide range in their work. 
 
How we measure the impact of art   
 
Children’s sketch books will show that they are able to explore, record and produce creative work.  
Alongside their sketchbooks, classroom and school displays will demonstrate achievements and 
progression in art. Teachers will assess children’s work by giving oral or written feedback to aid further 
progression. Children will be able to talk about artists and designers and use their style and techniques 
to produce their own art work. Children are given the opportunity to evaluate and analyse their own 
and others creations. 
 
Monitoring and review  
 
The monitoring and planning of art will be led by the subject leader who will support and guide the 
practice of teachers.  They will also review evidence of children’s work: 

 

 Observe art lessons taught by class teachers to provide constructive feedback. 
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 Oversee the Allocation of funding and distribution of resources and supplemented when needed 
with staff training to enable teachers to teach effectively.   

 When planning a special event such as an Arts Week, all information will be communicated to 
teachers via staff meetings.  

 Discuss progress with the head teacher and evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in music, 
indicating areas for further improvement.  

 
This policy should be read in conjunction with our Safeguarding Policies. 


