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FRENCH PROGRESSION

National Curriculum
Objectives

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Listen attentively to spoken 
language and show
understanding by joining in
and responding.

Pupils are taught to
understand very short
passages of spoken language
that they hear. They
communicate with others
using simple words and short
phrases.

Pupils learn to listen for longer
periods of time. They begin to
understand very short passages
of spoken language, based on
taught language with more new
language weaved in. Pupils are
expected to use and understand
better what they hear.

Pupils  learn to listen for much longer periods
of time and more frequently during lessons.
They are taught to understand longer, more
complex passages of spoken language that
are based on taught language with much
more new and unfamiliar language weaved
in. Pupils are expected to use and understand
better what they hear and use their skills to
“gist” listen to unknown target language.

Pupils are exposed to much
more authentic foreign
language material to listen to.
This material is delivered at
near native speed and covers a
much wider range of topics.

Explore the patterns and 
sounds of language 
through songs and
rhymes  and link the
spelling, sound  and
meaning of words.

Pupils are exposed to key
spoken everyday useful and
relevant language. Key
salutations such as: 'hello'
and 'goodbye' along with
basic phrases and replies
including: 'how are you?', 'I
am fine', 'please' and
'thank-you'.
Pupils will explore,
understand and mimic the
patterns of sound and
language by repeating and
(possibly) learning a variety
of songs and raps.

Pupils continue to be exposed to
core vocabulary to improve oral
fluency and facilitate quicker and
more accurate recall of the core
language covered in previous
years. Pupils will develop and
expand upon the spoken phrases

Pupils are encouraged to pronounce and
recite short poems and rhymes.
Pupils are continuously exposed to core
vocabulary with an emphasis on improved
fluency, pronunciation and recall of prior and
core language.

Personal details and core key
phrases from previous years are
embedded and are used
frequently in combination with
new language taught.
Pupils continue to explore,
understand and mimic the
patterns of sound and
language. Pupils will be willing
to attempt to pronounce
unknown words they see in the
target language by applying the
speaking and pronunciation
knowledge they have learnt up
to this point

Engage in conversations;
ask and answer questions;
express opinions and
respond to those of
others; seeking
clarification and help.

Pupils recognise a familiar
question and respond with a
simple rehearsed response;
ask and answer a simple and
familiar question with a
response;

Pupils express simple opinions
such as likes, dislikes and
preferences;  ask and answer at
least two simple and familiar
questions with a response.

Pupils can engage in a short conversation
using a range of simple, familiar questions;
ask and answer more complex questions.

Pupils learn to express a wider
range of opinions and begin to
provide simple justification;
converse briefly.

Speak in sentences, using
familiar vocabulary,
phrases and basic

Pupils can name objects and
actions and may link words
with a simple conjunction;

Pupils learn to speak about
everyday activities and interests;

Pupils can say a longer sentence using
familiar language;  use familiar vocabulary to
say several longer sentences.

Pupils refer to everyday
activities and interests, recent
experiences and future plans;



language language
structures.

use familiar vocabulary to
say a short sentence.

refer to recent experiences or
future plans.

vary language and produce
extended responses.

Develop pronunciation
and intonation so that
others understand when
they are reading aloud or
using familiar words and
phrases.

Pupils can identify individual
sounds in words and
pronounce them accurately.
They start to read and
recognise the sound of some
letter strings in familiar
words.

Pupils adapt intonation to ask
questions;  show awareness of
accents, elisions and silent letters;
and begin to pronounce words
accordingly.

Pupils read and pronounce familiar words
accurately using knowledge of letter string
sounds to support, observing silent letter
rules; appreciate the impact of accents and
elisions on sound and apply  increasingly
confidently when pronouncing words.

Pupils start to predict the
pronunciation of unfamiliar
words in a sentence using
knowledge of letter strings,
liaison and silent letter rules;
adapt intonation for example to
mark questions and
exclamations in a short, written
passage.

Present ideas and
information orally to a
range of audiences.

Children name nouns and
present a simple rehearsed
statement to a partner;  can
present simple rehearsed
statements about
themselves, objects and
people to a partner.

Pupils learn to present ideas and
information in simple sentences
using familiar and rehearsed
language to a partner or a small
group of people.

Pupils learn to manipulate familiar language
to present ideas and information in simple
sentences;  present a range of ideas and
information, using prompts, to a partner or a
small group of people.

Pupils can present a range of
ideas and information, without
prompts, to a partner or a
group of people.

Read carefully and show
understanding of words,
phrases and simple
writing.

Pupils read and show
understanding of familiar
single words.

Pupils learn to read and show
understanding of simple phrases
and sentences containing familiar
words.

Pupils read and show understanding of
simple sentences containing familiar and
some unfamiliar language;

Pupils learn to read and
understand the main points and
some detail from short, written
material.

Appreciate stories, songs, 
poems and rhymes in the 
language.

Pupils are taught to listen to
short, familiar stories and
songs in the foreign
language. Using simple,
familiar stories like Little Red
Riding Hood to encourage
pupils to listen to stories,
they will be familiar with in
English but in the foreign
language.

Pupils are taught to appreciate
familiar stories and songs in the
foreign language using stories
such as 'Goldilocks & The Three
Bears'. They are challenged  to
understand much more of what
they hear and not only use
previous knowledge of the story
in English to decode meaning in
the foreign language.

Pupils learn to follow the text of a familiar
song or story. understand the gist of an
unfamiliar story or song using familiar
language and sing or read aloud.

Pupils learn to understand the
gist of an unfamiliar story or
song using familiar language
and sing or read aloud.

Describe people, places, 
things and actions orally.

Pupils learn to say simple
familiar words to describe
people, places, things and

Pupils learn to say one or two
short sentences that may contain

Pupils learn to say several simple sentences
containing adjectives to describe people,
places, things and actions.

Pupils can manipulate familiar
language to describe people,
places, things and actions. Use



actions. Pupils learn to say a
simple phrase that may
contain an adjective to
describe.

an adjective to describe people,
places, things and actions.

a wider range of descriptive
language in their descriptions.

Read carefully and show 
understanding of words.

Pupils learn to gist read by
“hunting” for key words in a
sentence and by circling key
nouns and articles in word
puzzles and word searches.

Pupils learn to identify cognates
(words that are similar in English
and the foreign language) and
start to learn how to decode
written text they are presented
with.

Pupils read longer, more authentic passages
of text. They are taught to understand longer
passages of text with more unfamiliar
language and covering a wider range of
themes. Pupils will become more confident in
their ability to decode text they read.

Pupils read longer, more
authentic passages of text. They
are taught to understand longer
passages of text with more
unfamiliar language and
covering a wider range of
themes. Pupils become more
confident in their ability to
decode text they read.

Broaden vocabulary and
develop new words that are
introduced into familiar
written material.

Pupils use strategies for
memorisation of vocabulary;
make links with English or
known language to work out
the meaning of new
words.

Pupils use context to predict the
meaning of new words; begin to
use a bilingual dictionary to find
the meaning of individual words
in French and English.

Pupils use a range of strategies to determine
the meaning of new words (links with known
language, cognates, etymology, context).

Pupils use a bilingual dictionary
to identify the word class; use a
bilingual paper/online
dictionary to find the meaning
of unfamiliar words and phrases
in French and in English.

Write phrases from memory,
and adapt these to create
new sentences to express
ideas clearly.

Pupils can write single
familiar words from memory
with understandable
accuracy.

Pupils learn to write familiar short
phrases from memory with
understandable accuracy;  replace
familiar vocabulary in short
phrases written from memory to
create new short phrases.

Pupils can write a simple sentence from
memory using familiar language;  write
several sentences from memory with familiar
language with understandable accuracy;

Pupils learn to replace
vocabulary in sentences written
from memory to create new
sentences with understandable
accuracy.

Understand the basic
grammar of French including:
feminine and masculine and
neuter forms and the
conjugation of high frequency
verbs; key features and
patterns of the language; how
to apply these to build
sentences.

Pupils understand the
concept of gender. To start to
understand the concept of
nouns and articles. To have
better knowledge & recall of
1st person singular of high
frequency verbs such as I
am, I have, I live, I am called,
I play.

Pupils consolidate their
understanding of nouns and
articles; naming the indefinite
and definite articles for both
genders and use correctly;
recognise and use partitive
articles;

Pupils learn to understand better
the use of the possessives, first
person and possibly other forms
too.

To understand better the concept of
adjectives. That adjectives change depending
on the gender and plurality of the noun. To
learn how to use conjunctions / Connectives.
Improving sentence structure and length by
learning to use simple conjunctions like “and”
and “but”.

To understand better the use of the negative
form. How to change something from the
positive into the negative. I have, I don’t
have. In my pencil there is. In my pencil case
there is not.

Pupils learn  how to use
opinions and justifications.
They give a variety of positive
and negative opinions
explaining WHY.

Pupils will be introduced to the
concept of whole regular and
irregular verb conjugation. U




