
Upminster Junior School

Geography Long Term Plan, Overview and

Progression



GEOGRAPHY LONG TERM MAP

Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2

Year 3 The UK and beyond Rainforest animals

Year 4 Why is Canada such a
‘cool’ place to live?

Map skills Our European
Neighbours

Year 5 North and South
America – Brazil &

Mexico

Location Knowledge Rivers around the
World

River Field Study

Year 6 Extreme weather Moving People
Hist/Geog

Moving people
Hist/Geog

Local study – The New
Thames Crossing

1



GEOGRAPHY OVERVIEW (direct links to NC)

FOCUS KS2
Locational knowledge (L1) Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America,

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

(L2) Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some
of these aspects have changed over time.

(L3) Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and
night).

Place knowledge (P1) Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography (H1) Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains,
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

(H2) Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy,
food, minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork (G1) Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
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(G2) Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps)
to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world

(G3) Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods,
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Locational
Knowledge

Spring 1
That children can name and locate
countries within the UK and their
key topographical features. (L2)
That children can name and locate
the cities of the UK. (L2)

Spring 2
That children can locate a rainforest
and focus on their environmental
and physical regions (L1)
That children can identify the
position and significance of the
Equator in relation to a rainforest
(L3)
That children can understand how
aspects of the rainforest change
over time due to deforestation (L3)

Autumn 1
That children can locate countries
(in North America) on a world map
(L1)
That children can identify the
human and physical characteristics
of North America (Canada) (L1)

Summer 2
That children can locate countries
(in Europe) on a world map (L1)
That children can identify key
physical and human characteristics
in Europe (L1)
That children can name and locate
major cities in Europe. (L2)
That children can identify the
position of the Equator, the
Northern Hemisphere and the
Southern Hemisphere (L3)
That children can identify the
significance of different time zones
(L3)

Spring 1
That children can locate
geographical regions and key
topographical features (the River
Severn/River Thames) on a map of
Britain (L2)
That children can explain about the
physical features of coasts and begin
to understand erosion and
deposition (L2)

Summer 1
That children can show I know I
know about the wider context of
places (North America and South
America) e.g. county, region and
country (L1)
That children can describe where a
variety of places are in relation to
physical and human features in
North and South America (L2)
That children can identify the
physical characteristics and key

Autumn 2
That children can identify the
position and significance of latitude,
longitude, equator, northern
hemisphere, southern hemisphere
(L3)
That children can identify the
position and significance of the
tropics of cancer and Capricorn,
arctic and Antarctic circle (L3)
That children can identify the
significance of the prime/Greenwich
meridian and time zones (L3)

Summer 2
That children can identify
geographical regions and their
identifying human and physical
characteristics, key topographical
features (L2)
That children can identify land–use
patterns and understand how some
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topographical features of the
countries within North America
(Mexico) and South America (Brazil)
(L2)

of these aspects have changed over
time (L2)

Place
Knowledge

Spring 1
That children can understand why
there are similarities and differences
between the UK and Europe (P1)

Summer 2
That children can understand why
there are similarities and differences
through the study of human and
physical geography  within
Europe(P1)

Summer 1
That children can compare the
physical features of a region of the
UK and a region in North America,
identifying the similarities and
differences (P1)

Spring 1 and Spring 2
That children can understand
geographical similarities and
differences between the UK and
North America (P1)

Human &
Physical

Geography

Spring 1
That children can describe and
understand the types of settlement
and land use within the UK (H2)

Spring 2
That children can describe and
understand the physical geography
of the rainforest (biomes, climate
and vegetation belts). (H1)
That children can describe and
understand the human geography
that has a negative impact on the
rainforest (H2)

Autumn 1
That children can describe how
climate influences the lives of
people (focus on North America).
(H1)
That children can describe  and
understand the key natural
resources in a locality (North
America) (H2)
That children can describe how
economic activity has affected
people’s lives through changes in
the environment. (H2)

Summer 2
That children can describe the
human and physical geography of a
European country (climate/land
use). (H1/2)
That children can describe and
understand that physical and human

Spring 1
That children can understand key
aspects of rivers and the water cycle
(H1)
That children can explain how rivers
erode, transport and deposit
materials
That children can explore why rivers
are important to humans (H2)
That children can explain about how
economic activity causes changes to
the World environment (river
pollution) (H2)
That children can understand how
humans affect (manage and sustain)
the environment (H2)

Summer 1
That children can understand about
weather patterns around the world

Autumn 2
That children can describe and
understand key aspects of physical
geography, including: climate zones,
biomes and vegetation belts,
mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes. (H1)

Spring 1 and 2
That children can describe and
understand economic activity
(including trade links) and how this
contributes to migration (H2)
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geography impacts the quality of life
of those living in different locations
and environments. (H1/2)
That children can understand the
effect of landscape features on the
development of a locality. (H1)

and relate these to climate zones
(H1)
That children can explain how the
distribution of natural resources
(including energy, food, minerals
and water) differ within a wider
geographical context (Brazil). (H2)

Geographical
Skills & Field

work

Spring 1
That children can use and interpret
maps, globes, atlases and digital
mapping to find countries and key
features. (G1)
That children can record and
present the human and physical
features in the local area using
sketch maps (G3)
That children can make plans and
maps using symbols and keys (G2)
That children can observe and
measure physical features in my
local area use fieldwork instruments
(camera/rain gauge) (G3)

Spring 2
That children can analyse evidence
and draw conclusions such as make
comparisons between locations
using digital technologies (aerial
photos/pictures) (G3)

Spring 2
That children can accurately
measure and record the features in
my local area. (G3)
That children can explore features
on OS maps using four and six figure
grid references. (G2)
That children can measure and
present accurate human and
physical features, with more
complex keys, in my local area.
(G2/3)

Summer 2
That children can use maps, atlases
and globes to identify the shapes of
continents. (G1)
That children can use maps, atlases
and globes to locate where
countries are within Europe,
including Russia. (G1)

Spring 1
That children can use maps, atlases,
globes and digital mapping to
recognise the different shapes of
countries (G1)
That children can use fieldwork to
observe, measure, record and
present the human and physical
features in the local area using a
range of methods, including sketch
maps, plans and graphs, and digital
technologies (G3)

Autumn 2
That children can explore features
on OS maps, including the eight
points of a compass, and using 4
and 6 figure grid references. (G2)

Spring 1 and 2
That children can use maps and
atlases to describe features studied
(G1)
That children can use maps, atlases,
globes and computer mapping to
locate countries and describe
features studied (G1)

Summer 2
That children can use maps, atlases,
globes and computer mapping to
locate countries and describe
features studied (new Thames
crossing) (G1)
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Key
Vocabulary

Spring 1
UK, England, Scotland, Wales , Ireland,
Oceans, Human features, Physical
features, Map, Local area
Settlement, Rural, Urban, Hamlet,
Village, Town, City, Landscape, Climate,
Population, Vegetation, Coastline

Autumn 1
Climate, Weather, Canada, Vegetation,
Leisure, Food, Jobs, North America,
Equator, Hemisphere, Renewable
resources, Nonrenewable resources,
Niagra Falls, Landscape,  The rocky
mountains, National park, Landscape,
Climate, Population, Vegetation,
Coastline

Spring 1/2
Immigration, Migration, legal, Illegal,
Benefit, Refugee, Emigration,
Natural disasters
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GEOGRAPHY PROGRESSION

Year 3 - Spring 1
The UK and Beyond

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can name and locate countries and cities
within the UK and their key topographical features.
● I can point to where countries are within the UK
● I can name and locate the cities of the UK
● I can name the oceans that surround the UK

Vocabulary
UK, England, Scotland, Wales , Ireland, Oceans

Key Question
Can you locate the UK on a world map?
Can you identify the four countries that make up the UK?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Map the countries and cities in the Uk

Lesson 2 That children can identify the key topographical features
of the UK.
● I can understand what physical features are and

Identify some in the UK
● I can understand what human features are and

identify some in the UK

Vocabulary
Human features, Physical features

Key Question
What are human and physical features?
Can you identify some human and physical features in
the UK?

Identify and sort human and physical features

Lesson 3 That children can observe and measure human and
physical features in their local area using fieldwork
instruments (camera)
● I can use and interpret maps and digital mapping of

my local area (Upminster)
● I can identify the human and physical features of

Upminster.
● I can label the human and physical features on a

map of Upminster.

Vocabulary
Human features, Physical features, Map, Local area

Key Question
Can you give me an example of a human feature and a
physical feature?
Can you identify some human and physical features in
Upminster?

Using digital maps, explore Upminster.
Using these maps, go on a walk around Upminster adding
human and physical features as you walk around.
Teacher to take photos/videos of walk/Upminster features.

Lesson 4 That children can record and present the human and
physical features in the local area using sketch maps,
including symbols and keys.
● I can create my own map of Upminsters using my

research, including the human and physical

Vocabulary
Human features, Physical features, Map, Local area

Key Question
Can you give me an example of a human feature and a

Create your own map of Upminster using your research and
photos/videos of your walk, Labelling and adding symbols of
the physical and human features.
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features.
● I can include symbols and keys on my map to

identify certain features (Church, Park, Bus stops)

physical feature?
Can you identify some human and physical features in
Upminster?

Lesson 5 That children can describe and understand the types of
settlement and land use within the UK
● I can understand and identify the different types of

settlements in the UK
● I can explain the difference between different

settlements.

Vocabulary
Settlement, Rural, Urban, Hamlet, Village, Town, City

Key Question
What does the word settlement mean?
Can you name the different settlements found in the UK?

Draw a map/picture of each of the different settlements and
describe what is usually found there.
Sort places/images into which settlement they might be and
explain why you choose that.

Lesson 6 That children can use and interpret maps, globes, atlases
and digital mapping to understand why there are
similarities and differences between the UK and Europe
● I can recognise the similarities and differences

between the UK and Iceland
● I can make comparisons between the two locations

using aerial photos, population and temperature

Vocabulary
Landscape, Climate, Population, Vegetation, Coastline

Key Question
Do you know what country Iceland is part of?
Can you name some similarities and differences between
the UK and Sicily/Iceland?

Compared to the Uk with Iceland, children can carry out
their own research on Chromebooks.
Then create a poster including: Temperature, Population ,
Landscape, Coastline, Oceans, Vegetation, Mountains

Lesson 7 I can explain about weather conditions in the UK and
compare them to other European countries.???

On the Chromebooks, research weather patterns in the UK
and in Sicily/Iceland and compare.
Create a weather report using the green screen (computing)
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Year 3 - Summer 2
Rainforest

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can locate a rainforest and  identify the position and
significance of the Equator in relation to a rainforest.
● I can identify where certain countries are on a world map.
● I can locate rainforest on a world map.

Vocabulary
Rainforest, Equator, Location

Key Question
What is a rainforest?
Can you name any rainforests?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Children to plot the countries that have
rainforests onto the map of the world. Then
complete the research sheet about rainforests in
Ghana.

Lesson 2 That children can describe and understand the physical geography of
the rainforest and analyse evidence and draw conclusions such as
make comparisons between locations using digital technologies.
● I can analyse evidence and draw conclusions by making

comparisons between locations using aerial photos and
pictures.

Vocabulary
Analyse, Comparisons, Conclusion, Aerial

Key Question
What do you think the word ‘aerial’ means?

Compare two different rainforests using aerial
photos. Compare: Rivers, Land, vegetation,
footpaths.
Write a conclusion of your findings.

Lesson 3 That children can understand key aspects of the water cycle.
● I can explain the water cycle and the different stages within it.
● I can understand how rainforests contribute to the water cycle

Vocabulary
Precipitation, Evaporation, Condensation

Key Question
How do rainforests contribute to the water cycle?

Children to label the stages of the water cycle.

Lesson 4 That children can understand key aspects of the water cycle and
observe, measure, record and present the physical features in the
local area.
● I can make a rain gauge, record my results and present what I

have found of my local area.
● I can compare my findings to the climate conditions of a chosen

rain forest.

Vocabulary
Rain gauge, Scale, Measure, compare

Key Question
How are our weather conditions different to those of a
rainforest?

Children to make a rain gauge. Compare findings
to a chosen rainforest

Lesson 5 That children can understand how aspects of the rainforest change
over time due to deforestation and understand the human
geography that has a negative impact on the rainforest.
● I can explore people’s views and opinions on rainforest

deforestation.
● I can recognise that different people hold different views about

an issue and can begin to understand some of the reasons why

Vocabulary
Deforestation, Species, Logging, Farming, Views and
opinions

Key Question
What is deforestation?
What is your view on deforestation?

Children to sort the different opinions as to
whether they are for or against deforestation.
Whole class to have a debate to give reasons for
and against deforestation.
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Year 4 - Autumn 1
Canada

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can identify physical characteristics.
● I can discuss my understanding of weather.
● I can give my opinion on a statement and provide my

reasoning.

Vocabulary
North America, Canada, Weather

Key Question
Where is Canada?
How does weather affect you?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Sorting statements into Agree, Disagree and Unsure

Lesson 2 That children can Identify the position and significance of
the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere
and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn.
● I can explore weather patterns around the world.
● I can understand why the climate is different in certain

areas around the world.

Vocabulary
Climate, Weather, Equator, Hemisphere

Key Question
What is the difference between climate and weather?
Why does climate and weather vary around the world?

Children to match the location with the general climate
and the tourist attraction that would take place in that
area.

Lesson 3 That children can describe how climate influences the lives
of people in North America and locate Canada on a world
map.
● I can describe what the climate is in North Canada.
● I can explain how the climate might affect the lives of

people in North Canada.

Vocabulary
Climate, Weather, Canada, Vegetation, Leisure, Food, Jobs

Key Question
What do you know about Canada?
How does the weather influence the lives of people living
in North Canada?

Children create an information leaflet about how the
weather influences the lives of people in North Canada.

Lesson 4 That children can describe and understand the key natural
resources in a locality
● I can explain what ‘natural resources’ mean.
● I can Identify some natural resources in Canada.

Vocabulary
Renewable resources, Nonrenewable resources, Niagra
Falls

Key Question
What does ‘Natural Resources’ Mean?
What is the largest natural resource in Canada?

Using the Ipads/ Chromebooks.
Children to research facts and information about Niagara
falls. Then need to create an information page in your
books about Niagara Falls.

Lesson 5 That children can identify the human and physical
characteristics and key topographical features of North

Vocabulary
Landscape,  The rocky mountains, National park

Children to create a Welcome to The Rocky Mountain page
advertising and encouraging tourists to visit the Canadian
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America
● I can understand the effect of landscape features on

the development of a locality.
Key Question
What are the three main landscape features?

Rocky Mountains.

Lesson 6 That children can describe how economic activity has
affected people’s lives through changes in the
environment.
● I can explain what climate change is and why it is

happening
● I can describe how people have been affected by

changes in the environment.

Vocabulary
Landscape, Climate, Population, Vegetation, Coastline

Key Question
What is climate change?
How have people living in Canada been and will be
affected by climate change?

Create a poster about how people living in Canada have
been and will be affected by climate change.

Year 4 - Spring 2
Mapping skills

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can explore features on OS maps and
symbols and keys.
● I can explore features on OS maps.

Vocabulary
OS Maps, Symbols, Grid reference

Key Question
What is a map?
What is a key?
How might a key help us on a map?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Complete finding activity in Atlas
Complete map

Lesson 2 That children can use symbols and keys
● I can identify symbols on a map
● I can identify the locations of symbols.

Vocabulary
OS Maps, Symbols, Key, Grid reference

Key Question
What are OS maps?
What are grid references used for?
Why are they useful?

Children to name the symbols or draw the correct symbol.

Lesson 3 That children can use the eight point of a compass
● I can identify the eight points of a compass.
● I can use points of a compass to provide directions.

Vocabulary
Compass, Direction

Children to label the compass.
Then use the points of the compass to give direction from
one point to another
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Key Question
What is a Compass?
Why would you use a compass

Lesson 4 That children can use the eight points of a compass, four
and six-figure grid references, symbols and key.
● I can plan a journey using my knowledge of grid

references, symbols and the points of a compass.

Vocabulary
Compass, Direction, OS Map, Symbols, Grid reference

Key Question
Can you think of three reasons why people might use a
map?
What might a person also have to use when using their
map?

Children to plan a journey/day trip for a family using their
previous points of learning.

Lesson 5 That children can use maps, atlases, globes and
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe
features studied
● I can describe how land use has changed over time.
● I can compare a location with past and present maps.

Vocabulary
Human Characteristics, physical characteristics, land use

Key Question
What has changed over time, why do you think this?

Children to compare past and present maps of local areas
and describe how it has changed and why.

Year 4 - Summer 2
Our European Neighbours

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

That children can locate countries on a world map.
● Low Stake Quiz and Knowledge Harvest

Vocabulary
Continents, Oceans, Country, Europe

Key Question
What do you know about Europe?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Children can look at a world map and identify any of the
countries or Oceans they know. Talk about the children's
experiences of different countries.

Lesson 1 That children can use maps, atlases and globes to identify
the shapes of continents.
● I can understand what a continent is and name some.
● I can locate Europe on a world map.
● I can place the continents of the world in the correct

place.

Vocabulary
Europe: A continent
Continent: One of the main expanses of land.

Key Question
What are the continents of the world?
Where is Europe on a world map?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Children to place where the continents are and label
them based on shape.
Extension - Name the oceans
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Lesson 2 That children can locate countries on a world map.
● I can name some countries within Europe.
● I can locate different countries within Europe.

Vocabulary
Europe: A continent
Continent: One of the main expanses of land.
Country: a nation with its own government or territory.

Key Question
How many countries are there in Europe?
Where is Europe?
Can you name any countries within Europe?
Can you find where they are on a map?

Children can label countries on a world map with
additional help.

Lesson 3 That children can identify the position of the Equator, the
Northern Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere and
identify the significance of different time zones.
● I can identify where Europe is compared to the

equator and explain whether it is in the northern or
southern hemisphere.

● I can tell you why we need to have time zones.
● I can identify the time zones for different countries in

Europe.

Vocabulary
Europe: A continent
Continent: One of the main expanses of land.
Country: a nation with its own government or territory.

Key Question
What is the Equator?
What are the names of the two parts of the earth either
side of the equator?
Where is Europe in comparison to the equator?

Identify the different time zones compared to the UK

Lesson 4 That children can identify key physical and human
characteristics in Europe
● I can understand and identify human characteristics.
● I can understand and identify physical characteristics.
● I can name some human and physical characteristics

of Paris.

Vocabulary
Characteristic: Human or physical things that make the place
unique.
Human characteristic: Things created by humans
Physical characteristic: The natural environment

Key Question
What is a Human characteristic?
What are the physical characteristics?
Where is Paris?

Children to identify human and physical characteristics of
Paris.

Lesson 5 That children can understand why there are similarities
and differences through the study of human and physical
geography within Europe
● I can research the human and physical geography of

Vocabulary
Compare, European, Capital cities, London, Paris

Key Question

Children create their own fact file comparing London and
Paris. (Chromebooks if available, use statement cards if
needed to sort information)
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London.
● I can research the human and physical geography of

Paris.
● I can compare London and Paris.

What is different and what is similar between London and
Paris?

Lesson 6 That children can describe the human and physical
geography of a European country
● I can identify some human features of a European

country.
● I can identify some physical features of a European

country.

Vocabulary
European, Country, City

Key Question
Can you name a human feature of a European country?
Can you name a physical feature of a European country?

Children to research a country in Europe

Year 5 - Autumn 2
Location Knowledge

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can use maps, atlases, globes and
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe
features studied
● I can compare different types of maps.

Vocabulary
Ordnance Survey Map, Physical features, Symbols, Political
Map, Climate Map, Physical Map

Key Question
What different types of maps are there?
What is an Ordnance Survey map?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Children to be given maps and names of the maps and
have to match the names with the correct map and explain
how they know this is correct.

Lesson 2 That children can use the eight points of a compass, four
and six-figure grid references to build their knowledge of
the UK and the wider world
● I can use four and six-figure grid references to find

locations/symbols
● I can understand why symbols are used on maps and

identify some of their meanings.

Vocabulary
Ordnance Survey Map, Physical features,  Symbols

Key Question
How can we use maps to find out about the local area?
Why are symbols used on OS maps

Children to complete four-figure and six-figure grid activity.
Whole class plays map symbol bingo, children write down
what each of their chosen symbols represents.

Lesson 3 That children can use ordnance survey maps and symbols
to describe features.
● I can use OS maps.
● I can compare maps with aerial photographs.

Vocabulary
Ordnance Survey Map, Physical features, Symbols

Key Question

Children write a comparison between the OS map of
Upminster and aerial photograph of Upminster.
Whole class plays map symbol bingo, children write down
what each of their chosen symbols represents.
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How can we use maps to find out about the local area?
Why do maps use symbols rather than words?

Lesson 4 That children can
● I can identify different contour lines on an OS map and

understand what these mean about the landscape.

Vocabulary

Key Question

Lesson 5
● I can create a 3D model using map contour lines

Vocabulary
Contour Lines

Key Question
What are contour lines?
Why are they important to have on a map?

Children can create their own contour model using card.
Plenary - Look at different landscape features and children
to discuss of draw what they think each landscape would
look like on a map using contour lines.

Year 5 - Autumn 2
Brazil and Mexico

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can show they know about the wider context
of places e.g. county, region and country.
● I can identity where Mexico and Brazil are on a map
● I can identity the surrounding countries of Mexico and

Brazil
● I can explain where in the world Mexico and Brazil are.

Vocabulary
Country, Region

Key Question
Can you find Brazil and Mexico on a map?
What countries surround Brazil and Mexico?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Label maps of Brazil and Mexico, I identifying their capital
cities, the seas that surround them and countries that
surround them

Lesson 2 That children can describe where a variety of places are in
relation to physical and human features
● I can identify physical and human features in Mexico
● I can identify physical and human features in Brazil
● I can explain the difference between physical and

human features

Vocabulary
Physical features, Human features

Key Question
Can you explain the difference between a physical feature
and a human feature?
Can you give me an example of a human feature and a
physical feature?

Children to sort physical and human features of Brazil and
Mexico. Then research where these features are and place
them on a map.
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Lesson 3 That children can identify the physical characteristics and
key topographical features of the countries within North
America (Mexico) and South America (Brazil)
● I can identify topographical features in Mexico.
● I can identify topographical features in Brazil.
● I can explain what topographical features are.

Vocabulary
Topographical features

Key Question
What different types of surfaces are there in Brazil and
Mexico?
How can you use a map to help you identify these
different surfaces?

Write a definition for what topographical features are.
Then complete maps with the names of rivers and
mountains in Brazil and Mexico.

Lesson 4 That children can compare the physical features of a
region of the UK and a region in North America, identifying
the similarities and differences
● I can find similarities between Mexico and England
● I can find differences between Mexico and England
● I can explain how the physical features of Mexico and

England compare.

Vocabulary
Country, Region, Physical Feature, Human feature and
Topographical features

Key Question
What is a physical feature of a region?
Why might there be similarities and  differences between
the physical features of Brazil and Mexico and England?

Children to complete a comparison table of Brazil and
Mexico and England.

Lesson 5 That children can understand the effects of deforestation
● I can record the reasons for deforestation
● I can record ways that can help stop deforestation
● I can explain the effect that deforestation has on

animals and the environment

Vocabulary
Deforestation, Effect and Prevent

Key Question
What is deforestation and why do you think it is
happening?
What is the effect of deforestation?

Children to complete their Write a non-chronological
report about deforestation, Including: What is
deforestation, Why is it happening, The negative effects it
has, Ways that are being used to prevent it.

Lesson 6 That children can understand about weather patterns
around the world and relate these to climate zones
● I can identify the weather pattern in Brasilia
● I can identify the weather patterns in England
● I can explain what climate zones are.

Vocabulary
Climate, Weather, Climate zones

Key Question
What is the difference between climate and weather?

Create a weather graph on google sheets showing the
difference between weather in Brasilia, Mexico City and
London. Children then write down an explanation of this
comparison and explain why there is a difference.

Lesson 7 That children can understand and use a widening range of
geographical terms such as biomes and vegetation belts
● I can understand and use a widening range of

Vocabulary
Biomes, Vegetation Belts

Write down their own meaning of what the word biome
and vegetation belt means. Then children can label where
the different biomes are on the world map. Children could
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geographical terms such as climate zones, biomes and
vegetation belts

Key Question
What is a biome and vegetation belts?
What climate is linked to each biome?

also include what different types of animals and plants you
might find in each biome.

Year 5 - Summer 1
Rivers around the world

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can understand key aspects of rivers and the
water cycle.
● I can explain what a river is.
● I can assess my prior knowledge about rivers and the

water cycle

Vocabulary
Rivers: Where water flows from high land into the sea.
Water cycle: Water moves around the Earth from rain, to
the clouds and back again and again.

Key Question
What is a river?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Discuss What a River is.

Lesson 2 That children can understand key aspects of rivers and the
water cycle.
● I can identify key features of a water cycle.
● I can label and explain each stage of the water cycle.

Vocabulary
Precipitation: Rain
Condensation: Water in the air which changes into clouds.
Evaporation: Water is heated by the sun and goes into the
air.
Collection: When it rains water returns to the sea.

Key Question
What is the water cycle?
Where does rain come from?

Label and explain the different parts of the water cycle.

Lesson 3 That children can use maps and atlases to identify and
understand key aspects of rivers.
● I can identify the key parts of a river.
● I can explain the three different river courses.
● I can find and research a river in the UK.

Vocabulary
Mouth: Where the end of the river meets the sea.
Source: Where a river begins usually in high land.
Upper Course: Water moves quickly up high from near the
source of the river. Steep like a slide.
Middle Course: The middle where it flows slower as the
ground is flatter.
Lower Course: Where the water moves slowest and meets
the sea at the mouth of the river.

Each table to research 1 of the 5 longest rivers in the UK.
Then share their findings with the rest of the class.
Research: The Length of the River, Where the source is,
where the mouth is, where it floods and any other facts.
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Key Question
What are the main features of a river?

Lesson 4 That children can explain how rivers erode, transport and
deposit materials
● I can explain and describe how rivers change over

time.
● I can describe how the landscapes change around a

river over time.
● I can explain how rivers impact the natural

environment and wildlife

Vocabulary
Erosion: Where the water removes and carries away mud
and soil usually when the river is moving quickly.
Deposition: When the soil and mud is dropped by the river
as it slows down.

Key Question
What changes can rivers cause?

Children explain how and why rivers change over time and
the effects this can have on the natural environment.
Children to label where erosion happens and where
deposition happens on a picture of a river.

Lesson 5 That children can explain how rivers erode, transport and
deposit materials
● I can understand what an oxbow lake is.
● I can identify the key features of an oxbow lake.

Vocabulary
Oxbow Lake: A U-shaped lake formed when part of the
river is cut off by land.
Meander: A curve in a river.

Key Question
How are some lakes formed by rivers?

Children to identify a meander and how these can lead to
an Oxbow Lake.

Lesson 6 That children can explore why rivers are important to
humans, how they can affect them and how economic
activity causes changes to the World environment. (River
pollution)
● I can describe the ways rivers are used by humans.
● I can explain the impact humans have on a river.

Vocabulary
Transport: Vehicles (boats/cars) used to move things.
Crops: Food grown by farmers.
Settlements: Where people live.
Water Pollution: the contamination of water bodies,
usually as a result of human activities

Key Question
What are the negatives and positives of how humans use
rivers?

Children identify different ways we use Rivers and compare
the positive and negative of this.

Lesson 7 Local Field study.

Year 6 - Spring 1 and 2
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Moving People

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can describe and understand economic
activity (including trade links) and how this contributes to
migration
● I can discuss the differences between migration and

immigration
● I can explain the meaning of immigration, migration

and refugee.

Vocabulary
Immigration, Migration, legal, Illegal, Benefit, Refugee

Key Question
What does migration mean?
What is the difference between Migration and
Immigration?

Knowledge harvest
Low stake quiz
Writing own definition of Migrations, Immigration and
Refugee

Lesson 2 That children can describe and understand economic
activity (including trade links) and how this contributes to
migration and immigration.
● I can understand why people immigrate.
● I can understand differing opinions about immigration

Vocabulary
Immigration, Migration, legal, Illegal, Benefit

Key Question
Can the UK benefit from immigration?

Children discuss and write down the benefits of
immigration to the UK and the negatives immigration has
on the UK.

Lesson 3 That children can describe and understand economic
activity (including trade links) and how this contributes to
migration and immigration.
● I can empathise with real life cases of immigration and

migration.

Vocabulary
Migration, immigration

Key Question
What are the reasons for someone to leave their home and
start a new life in a different country?

Discussion based - with class discuss if anybody has any
stories about migration in their family.
Read real life examples of immigration and migration.
Identify why each case study immigrated/migrated.
Compare two and write a short summary of the reasons
why they moved and a comparison between the two.

Lesson 4 That children can use maps, atlases, globes and computer
mapping to locate countries.
● I can locate where people have migrated from using

maps of Great Britain and the world.

Vocabulary
Migration, Immigration and Emigration

Key Question
What is the difference between the vocab words?

using maps to locate where the class families have moved
from in and outside of the UK. As well as the case studies
from the  previous lesson.
Print maps and children to label where their case studies
travelled from and to.
Could have a discussion about the journey they took.

Lesson 5 That children can understand how natural disasters cause
migration.
● I can understand the effect of natural disasters on the

movement of people.

Vocabulary
Migration, Natural disasters and refugees

Key Question

Using chromebooks to research and create a poster/
information page about natural disasters. Analyse the
impact of the natural disasters on the movement of
people.
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What impact did the natural disaster have on the human
population?

Year 6 - Summer 1
The New Thames Crossing

Lesson LO and I can statements Vocab and Key questions Activity

Lesson 1 That children can identify geographical regions and their
identifying human and physical characteristics, key
topographical features.
● I can discuss my understanding of the new Thames

crossing

Vocabulary
Estuary - The wide part of the river near the sea is called an
estuary.
Tunnel - a covered passageway
Capacity - Capacity is the amount something can hold.

Key Question
What is the new Thames Crossing?

Children to research what the New Thames Crossing is
and where it is located.
What is the purpose of the crossing?
Children research the route of the crossing as well as the
cost.
Children research when the crossing will open.

Climate change: Lower Thames Crossing CO2 impact
figures revealed - BBC News
Lower Thames Crossing | Five bidders shortlisted for
£1.9bn road building jobs | New Civil Engineer

Lesson 2 That children can identify land–use patterns and understand
how some of these aspects have changed over time.
● I can understand what changes have taken place around

the Thames Estuary.
● I can discuss why these changes have happened.

Vocabulary
Estuary - The wide part of the river near the sea is called an
estuary.
River - A river is a moving body of water that flows from its
source

Key Question
Why is the new Thames crossing happening?

Discuss changes that have taken place and history of the
dartford crossing.  Identify possible reasons for the new
Thames crossing happening.
What changes have taken place around the Thames
Estuary.
Why is the Thames Crossing important?
Why is there a need for the Thames crossing?

Lower Thames Crossing - Route - Highways England
(nationalhighways.co.uk)

Lesson 3 That children can use maps, atlases, globes and computer
mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
● I can identify why and where the new Thames crossing

is happening.

Vocabulary
Estuary - The wide part of the river near the sea is called an
estuary.
Habitats - A habitat is a natural environment that an animal
lives in.

Look at the proposed plans for the new Thames crossing.
On a map, identify where the new Thames Crossing will
be. Can the children map this out in their books or discuss
the route and areas that will be impacted by the crossing?
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Key Question
Where is the new Thames crossing being built?

Lower Thames Crossing - Route - Highways England
(nationalhighways.co.uk)

LTC A3_layout-plan July-13-07-21 v4 0.5 stroke
(citizenspace.com)

Lower Thames Crossing Maps - Thames Crossing Action
Group

Lesson
4/5

That children can use and understand a widening range of
geographical terms such as urban, rural, land use,
sustainability, tributary, trade links
● I can discuss the positive effects the new thames

crossing will have.
● I can discuss the negative effects the new Thames

crossing will have

Vocabulary
Flood plains - is a generally flat area of land next to a river
or stream.
Estuary - The wide part of the river near the sea is called an
estuary.
Wildlife
Nature
Impact

Key Question
What could the positives be for the new thames crossing?

Children to list the positive and negative impacts of the
crossing. Children think about the impact on land/nature.

Split lesson into two - one for research on the benefits
and negatives of the crossing.

During lesson two, children create an information page in
their books on what the Thames Crossing is and the
positive and negative impacts of the crossing.

LTC impacts on wildlife - Thames Crossing Action Group

Lower Thames Crossing - Why is the Lower Thames
Crossing important? - Highways England
(nationalhighways.co.uk)
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