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Geography Policy 

 
“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a 

map. It's about understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the 
diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it's about 
using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together.” 

Barack Obama 

 
“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future” 

Michael Palin 

 
“Without geography you’re nowhere” 

Jimmy Buffett 

 
What is our intent for Geography? 
 
It is our intention for the geography curriculum at Upminster Infant and Junior School to inspire pupils 
with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest 
of their lives. The curriculum should encourage a strong sense of school and British values extending 
out into the bigger world. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, 
resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s 
key physical and human processes. By revisiting these areas of learning regularly children will 
remember more, know more and understand more. 
 
Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, 
knowledge and skills. We aim to give the children an understanding of their local environment and 
then extend their knowledge to the greater world giving them an understanding that the world can 
be very different to the one in which they live. We aim to give the children a broader understanding 
of the world around them and make them aware of other cultures and communities. We hope to 
develop their understanding of global issues and the threats that face our current and future world. 
 
Our rationale 
 
Our rationale for teaching geography at Upminster Infant and Junior Schools is that Geography is 
an integral part of the curriculum as it provokes and answers questions about the natural and human 
worlds, using different scales of enquiry to view them from different perspectives. It develops 
knowledge of places and environments throughout the world, an understanding of maps, and a range 
of investigative and problem solving skills both inside and outside the classroom. As such, it prepares 
pupils for adult life and employment. Geography is a focus within the curriculum for understanding 
and resolving issues about the environment and sustainable development. The aim of geography is 
to raise awareness of the world around us. Geography lessons allow children to develop a deeper 
understanding of their locality.  (Geographical Association) 
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Geography and other National Curriculum subjects 
 
Literacy 
 
Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of Literacy in our school because it 
actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. We focus on the key 
vocabulary of the subject and use writing frames as appropriate. 
 
Children are provided with opportunities to write at length in geography with the aim of showing 
consistency in writing across all subjects. 
 
Numeracy 
 
Our field work investigations develop data handling and graphing skills. The spatial dimension of 
map-work is mathematical, too, through direction and locational work. 
 
Our map work develops ability to understand and use co-ordinates. It also develops understanding 
of compass points and provides opportunity for them to practise giving directions using a compass. 
 
Science 
 
There are similarities between the enquiry approach and scientific investigation. The skill of 
identifying similarities and differences is also mirrored. Children gain an understanding of different 
topics that have an underlying scientific concept and therefore need to use their scientific 
understanding to allow them to develop their knowledge. 
 
IT 
 
Pupils will be provided with opportunities to develop and apply their IT capability to support their 
learning in geography. Information technology enhances our teaching of geography, wherever 
appropriate, in each key stage. Each teacher ensures it is used as a teaching tool where appropriate 
and provides opportunities for children to also use it. 
  
IT is used to enhance skills in data handling and in presenting written work. They are also able to 
research information through the internet and also able to look at maps relating to the topic taught 
in school. We also use the digital camera for fieldwork and classroom follow up. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Spiritual development: Through helping pupils to recognise the beauty and diversity of the world. A 
geographical awareness helps children understand their place in the world. Geography provides 
opportunities for children to learn about sites of wonder, or physical features that they might wish to 
visit in the future, for example the Grand Canyon. 

Moral development: Through helping pupils to reflect on how the environment is affected by 
decisions made by people, so that the children can make informed choices in the future. Through 
discussion, the children learn to appreciate the moral dilemmas posed by introducing changes to the 
environment (for example, building a motorway) and the effects this can have on the surrounding 
area. 

Social development: Through helping pupils to understand the need to consider the views of others 
when discussing localities, settlements and the environment. Work on a locality in a less 
economically developed country provides an opportunity to discuss social issues. Fieldwork 
encourages collaborative projects, making the most of different strengths and interests within a team. 

Cultural development: By exploring different settlements, the children can gain knowledge of different 
cultures, learning tolerance and understanding of their diversity. 
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Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
 
Geography forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to 
all children. Through our geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils 
to make good progress.  We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational 
needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an 
additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 
 
How we implement Geography  
 
At Upminster Infant and Junior Schools we approach Geography through a topic based approach. 
We continue to look for ways to ensure progression, coverage and sequencing within each year 
group, across the year groups and across the key stages. Within the topics covered the children are 
made aware of the geographical content and that this is a geography lesson. During geography 
lessons the children are introduced to the main learning objectives for that session.  
 
Our long and medium term plans originated from the International Primary Curriculum but have been 
adapted and changed to fully comply with the National Curriculum programmes of study. By the end 
of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 
processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
 
Early Years 
 
Within the Early Years Foundation Stage, geography is included as part of Knowledge and 
Understanding of the World The children learn to investigate similarities and differences, the local 
environment and cultures and beliefs, fostering the skills essential to developing historical 
understanding. This is set out in the early year’s curriculum as children needing to:  
 

 observe, find out about, and identify features in the place they live and the natural 

 world; 

 Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people; 

 Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike. 
 
Key Stage 1 
 
During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom 
or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also 
begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the 
classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and environments, 
and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. 
 
Key Stage 2 
During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 
Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out 
how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical 
enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use 
geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will 
develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and 
recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical skills 
associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, 
plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial 
photographs, satellite images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school 
curriculum, geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that 
links between subjects are maximized. 
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Resources 
 
Resources are kept in two central areas – one for Foundation/KS 1 and one for KS2. Some resources 
are kept by each year group if particularly relevant to their schemes of work. There are a variety of 
maps, computer based maps, compasses, globes, and specialised sheets for specific research for 
the activities for  
How we measure the impact of Geography  
  
Children demonstrate their knowledge of geography in a variety of different ways. When a topic 
begins the children complete a knowledge harvest which informs the teacher of where the children 
are. During the topic there are opportunities made for low stake testing to inform the teacher of any 
areas that need to be revisited. Teachers will assess children's work in geography by making informal 
judgments as they observe and question them during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the 
teacher assesses the work and gives oral or written feedback against ‘I can’ statements, to inform 
future progress of each child and year group as a whole.  
 
The geography subject leader monitors the expected level of achievement in geography for each 
age group in the school. 
 
Monitoring and review  
 
The co-ordination and planning of the geography curriculum are the responsibility of the subject 
leader, who also:  
 

 supports colleagues keeping informed about current developments and initiatives in geography 
and by providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;  

 discusses progress with the head teacher and evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in 
geography, indicating areas for further improvement;  

 uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children's work;  

 observes geography lessons taught by class teachers in order to provide constructive 
feedback, highlighting positive areas and areas on where they could improve. 

 
This policy should be read in conjunction with our Safeguarding Policies. 
 
 


