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History Education Policy 

 
Introduction 
 
At Upminster Junior School, we believe history is a greatly important subject both in its contribution 

to other subjects and in its own right. Children have the right to further their understanding of the 

world around them by exploring events in their local history, as well as wider world events that 

shaped the environment around them. Each history unit has a clear sequence so children can build 

on the knowledge and skills they already have. The history curriculum revisits the historical skills, 

ensuring there is progression across year groups, regardless of starting points. We believe children 

should develop their skills as historians and therefore encourage a history curriculum that blends 

important dates, facts and knowledge with a deeper understanding of how historians collect 

information, how artefacts and word of mouth can shape opinion and how historians use investigative 

skills to explore the past. We encourage children to take ownership of their learning and work 

independently, developing their independent research skills. Children at our school will leave with 

key knowledge of the past alongside a deeper understanding and ability to discuss and interpret 

events. 

Intent 

At Upminster we feel that all children should be able to develop their historical skills through a variety 

of engaging and challenging units. Children will be challenged by investigating sources and evidence 

and develop their understanding of historical enquiry. Our intent is that pupils will leave with a 

chronologically secure understanding of the history of Britain up to 1065. They will be able to 

compare and contrast Britain with Ancient Greece and also the Islamic Civilisation. Diversity is 

celebrated through the study of different cultures including the Islamic civilisation and Ancient 

Greece.  By studying the theme of migration, children will develop their appreciation of mutual 

respect and tolerance.  

Children will have the opportunity to attend school trips so they can see artefacts from the periods 

they are studying. There are also workshops in school for the Vikings and Stone age. Children will 

have the opportunity to explore the importance of key sources and question their reliability. They will 

develop their understanding of historical vocabulary so they can begin to use it with confidence. 
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Aims and objectives 
 

 To develop a love of history and a natural curiosity about the world around us. 

 To encourage children to question events and share opinions. 

 To develop an understanding of inference and opinion and its role in history. 

 To develop investigative skills using artefacts and group work to encourage pupils to draw their 

own conclusions and respectfully debate differing arguments. 

 To provide children with a knowledge of different sources and provide opportunities to explore 

these sources. 

 To compare and contrast the past with the present. 

 Ask questions, hypothesise and develop their own point of view.  

 

Key Stage 2 
 
During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both the recent 
and more distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their local area, in Britain and in 
other parts of the world. They use different sources of information to help them investigate the past 
both, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. They also 
learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways. 
 
Teaching and learning  
 
A deeper understanding and love of history will be fostered at our school by ensuring children 

experience the following: 

 Use of videos to help children visualise events from the past. 

 The use of photos to allow children to discuss their ideas before being exposed to text about the 

object, person or area. 

 Artefacts are widely used to encourage investigative skills. The skill progression is clearly shown 

across the year groups.  

 Role play and debate is used to highlight how different opinions and interpretations can lead to 

different views on historical events and their importance. 

 Dates and timelines are used to reinforce the children’s understanding of events and how they 

fit into the rest of the history curriculum throughout the children’s education at our school. 

 Children are able to use a variety of sources including books and the internet to research a given 

area, utilising chrome books for independent tasks.  

 Children are given the opportunity to visit museums take trips to further their historical 

understanding and immerse them in the time period in question. 

 Workshops are invited in where possible to help bring the time period to life.  

 

Assessment and recording 

Children’s history work will be assessed in accordance with the school’s marking policy. Much 

assessment should be completed through discussion in order to foster children’s investigative and 

independent thinking skills. 

Monitoring 
 
In order to ensure high quality history teaching and learning in our school, a monitoring cycle is in 

place. As part of this assessment, the subject leader will complete the following: 

 Learning walks 

 Book looks 

 Provide children with questionnaires on their history per topic.  
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 Provide children with questionnaires at the end of the year for them to review their history 

learning. 

 Audits will be given to the teachers at least once during the academic year in order to provide 

an opportunity for teachers to order new resources for the time periods studied in their year 

group. 

 Teaching staff will also be provided with an opportunity to review the teaching of history in their 

year group. 

 Time will be provided for each year group to work with the history co-ordinator to review 

resources, teaching and planning.  

 The history co-ordinator will also photograph history displays around the school to review and 

ensure it is being promoted throughout. 

The content of the History programme is as follows: 
   

Year 3  Stone age, Bronze age and Iron age 

 The Romans in Britain 

Year 4  Saxon settlement of Britain 

 The Vikings  

Year 5  Local Study: World War II 

 Ancient Egypt 

Year 6  The History of Islam 

 Moving People: Migration 

 The Ancient Greeks 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


