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Music Policy 

 
Education isn't just about feeding the brain. Art and music feed the heart and 
soul. 
                                                                                                           Julie Garwood 

(Author) 

 
Education in music is most sovereign because more than anything else 
rhythm and harmony find their way to the innermost soul and take strongest 
hold upon it.      

Plato 

 
What is our intent for Music? 
 
In music, it is our intention to deliver an engaging curriculum which the children enjoy and value thus 
developing a lifelong source of pleasure. We aim to ensure that children are introduced to a variety 
of cultural and historical styles of music through participating in singing assemblies, music lessons 
and extra-curricular clubs. We use this, plus live music and concerts, to develop the children’s 
musical language and appreciation.  

Music is by its very nature, a practical subject.  The children will be taught skills to enable them to 
create their own compositions, play them on a variety of percussion instruments and value the 
creativity of others.  In this way, we aim to deliver the foundations that the children need to enjoy 
music and to develop music literacy for life. 
 

Our rationale 
 
Our rationale for teaching Music at Upminster Junior School is that Music is a powerful, unique form 
of communication that can inspire and motivate children, change the way pupils feel, think and act. 
It is a vehicle for personal expression and plays an important part in helping children to feel part of 
a community, developing social skills through co-operation with others in the shared experience of 
music making. It transcends different cultures, abilities and generations. 
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Music and other National Curriculum subjects 
 
Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding 
subject linking in with most other curricular subjects including literacy, maths ICT, Art, PE, RE and 
PHSE. However, music should always be taught as a stand alone subject in its own right. 
Music can support the development of skills, attitudes and attributes that can support learning in 
other subject areas that are needed for life and work skills – e.g. listening skills, concentration, 
creativity, intuition, aesthetic sensitivity, perseverance, self-confidence and sensitivity towards 
others.  
Music is a statutory subject in the National Curriculum. 
 
It is divided into a group of inter-related skills.  These include: 
 

   to explore how sounds are made, and can be organised into musical structures; 

   to show how music is produced by a variety of instruments; 

   to teach how music is composed and written down; 

   to examine the relevance of when, where and why a given piece of music was written; 

   to develop the interrelated skills of composition, performance and appreciation; 

   enjoy and appreciate a wide variety of musical styles; 

   make and quantify judgments about the quality of music; 

   to develop imagination and creativity; 

   to help children of all abilities develop positive attitudes and to experience success and 
     satisfaction in music. 
 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
 
Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 
children. Through our music teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 
make good progress.  We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational 
needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an 
additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 
 
How we implement Music  
 
Music is taught in classes by teachers and TAs, supported by the music co-ordinator.  The main 
resource used is Charanga.  Each unit specialises in one of the musical interrelated dimensions and 
develops the children’s listening, appraising and composing skills.  While there are opportunities for 
children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, the progression planned 
into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through 
the school.  
 
The children are taught to listen to and appreciate different forms of music.  Children develop 
descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings and 
emotions.  We teach them the disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch, how to make music 
together, to understand musical notation or symbols and to compose pieces using a range of tuned 
and untuned instruments, body percussion and vocal effects.  In addition, the children join together 
in wholeschool singing every week in which they are introduced to a variety of songs and styles of 
music. Diversity is a key part in music as there are a very wide range of musical styles and traditions. 
Through the scheme, children are exposed to music from different faiths, cultures, continents and 
historical periods. 
 
Extra-Curricular activities 
 
There are a range of activities which include:  choir, Young Voices, instrumental groups. 
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Additional Music Tuition 
 
Children have the opportunity to learn a range of musical instruments, taught by peripatetic teachers 
from Havering Music Service. 
 
Throughout the year, the children have the opportunity to showcase their achievements. 
 
Resources 
 
Resources are kept in two central areas. The main one is the music room in the lower school block.  
There are also classroom percussion instruments and glockenspiels kept in the foyer of the upper 
school block. There are a range of untuned percussion instruments and sufficient glockenspiels for 
every child to have one during a music lesson. 
 
 
 
 
How we measure the impact of Music   
 
Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess 
children's work in music by making informal judgments as they observe them during lessons. On 
completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and gives oral feedback, as necessary, 
to inform future progress. The children are recorded on video which is uploaded to the assessment 
section in Charanga.  This is done part way through the unit of work and at the end so that the 
progress can be observed. Pupils are also encouraged to make judgments about how they can 
improve their own work.  We use this as the basis for assessing the progress of each child and year 
group as a whole.  
The music subject leader monitors the expected level of achievement in music for each age group 
in the school. 
 
Monitoring and review  
 
The co-ordination and planning of the music curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, 
who also:  
 

● supports colleagues keeping informed about current developments in music and by providing 
a strategic lead and direction for this subject;  

● discusses progress with the head teacher and evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in 
music, indicating areas for further improvement;  

● uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children's 
work;  

● observes music lessons taught by class teachers in order to provide constructive feedback, 
highlighting positive areas and areas on where they could improve. 

 
This policy should be read in conjunction with our Safeguarding Policies. 


