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Primary Language Policy 

  

Introduction 
 
Upminster Junior School has taught French for a number of years, both informally prior to 
September 2014 and since that date on a more formal basis as part of the National Curriculum. 
This document sets out the school’s aims, principals and strategies for the delivery of French.  It 
will form the basis of the development of the language in the school over the next two years. 
 
What is our intent for Primary Languages? 
 
It is our intention for the French curriculum at Upminster Junior School to be taught in a stimulating 
and enjoyable manner.  We aim to encourage children’s curiosity about language. It is our goal 
to develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries and strive to embed skills 
such as speaking, listening, writing and reading. These are necessary to empower children to use 
and apply their French knowledge in a variety of ways and lay the foundations to adequately 
prepare them for KS3.  
 
Rationale 
 
We aim to develop children’s experience of language acquisition and develop their understanding 
of what they hear and read, giving them an ability to express themselves in speech and writing. 
The study of languages extends the children’s knowledge of how language works; giving them an 
awareness that all language has a structure and this differs from one language to another. This 
can strengthen their sense of identity through learning about a different culture whilst encouraging 
them to have a curiosity and understanding of cultural differences. 
  
How we implement Primary Languages 
 
Teaching is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum. Our school uses the 
Rigolo scheme which is a combination of traditional and new media.  Its structure makes French 
accessible and exciting to pupils. It is used with interactive whiteboards, so that the whole class 
can work on activities together. The course is divided into 3 units. Each unit is then divided into 
four to five lessons. Each unit combines animated scenes and activities with authentic 
pronunciations narrations. This enables children to speak with increasing confidence and fluency 
and they are encouraged to continually improve the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation. Grammar is incorporated within these units so children not only are able to speak 
proficiently as well as attain correct grammar knowledge.  Children are encouraged from these 
units to have simple conversations building on knowledge from the previous unit taught. Rigolo 1 



has the storyline of an English family moving to France, where they make friends and learn about 
life in a different country. The children write about the journey of the family within the units taught 
where they meet new people and understand new cultures.   
 
Resources 
  
Rigolo can be accessed via the interactive whiteboards in classes.  Within the units are animated 
stories with a virtual teacher telling the story whilst at the same time the words of the story appear 
on the screen.  There is associated work within each lesson. This program is uploaded within all 
the computers making it easy access for teaching.   
 
How we measure the impact of Primary Languages 
 
French is monitored by the subject leader throughout all the year groups using a variety of 
strategies such as book scrutinies, lesson observations, staff discussions and pupil interviews.  
Feedback is given to teachers and leaders use the information to see to what extent the children 
know more and remember more.  
 
Inclusion 
 
French Primary language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 
balanced education to all children.  Through our Primary Languages teaching we provide learning 
opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. All children have an equal right to 
develop and achieve their full potential and, as a result, all language lessons work towards 
promoting positive self-image and avoiding stereotyping and discrimination. 
 
 
 


