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Religious Education Policy 

 
 

What is our intent for RE? 
 
It is our intention for the RE curriculum to provide our children with opportunities to gain knowledge 
of different philosophies and religious beliefs, in both an interesting and engaging way. We intend to 
make it possible for the children to visit at least four religious places of worship across both key 
stages. The children will be challenged to compare what they have learnt about one religion with that 
of other religions. They will be encouraged to acknowledge differences as well as similarities. There 
will be opportunities to use their speaking and listening skills to express their opinions and show their 
understanding. The children will be given time to consider the issues covered and appreciate the 
opportunity to be quiet and reflective. 

Our intent is that children from Upminster Junior School will leave, having gained a wide knowledge 
and understanding of the major faiths and philosophies. This will enable and encourage them to 
demonstrate tolerance and an appreciation of diverse cultures both in our country and around the 
world. We are confident that this will help and prepare them to become positive and valuable citizens. 
 

Our Rationale 
 
The core purpose of RE is to engage pupils in exploring and responding to challenging questions 
raised by religions and worldviews, so that they can develop the knowledge, understanding and skills 
needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, including their own. 
 
The Legal Position of Religious Education 
 
Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform 
Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that religious education is compulsory for all children. The ERA allows 
parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although this should 
only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school governors. The ERA also 
allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but only after they have given due notice of 
their intention to the school governors. The religious education curriculum forms an important part of 
our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our 
school RE curriculum is based on the Havering & Redbridge  LEA’s  Agreed Syllabus 2015 and it 
meets all the requirements set out in that document. The ERA states that the RE syllabus should 
reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, 
at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of other major religions. 
 
The Aims of RE 
 
The aims of religious education are to help children: 
 

 develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; 
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 develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions and 
value systems found in Britain; 

 develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition; 

 be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the 
fundamental questions of life; 

 develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences 
in Britain today; 

 develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned 
judgements about religious issues; 

 have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society.  

 children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual 
knowledge and understanding. 

 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
 
RE forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 
children. Through our RE teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make 
good progress.  We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, 
those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional 
language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 
 
How we implement RE 
 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows 
children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts 
mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their 
spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values 
in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. 
 
Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and extend 
their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We use their experiences at religious 
festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to develop their religious thinking. We organize visits 
to local places of worship and invite representatives of local religious groups to come into school and 
talk to the children. 
 
Children carry out a range of research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and 
also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or 
festivals. Children discussreligious and moral issues using computers and working individually or in 
groups.  
 
We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so 
we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by: 
 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks); 

 grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability 
group; 

 providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child; 

 grouping children in mixed ability in order that L/A children can be supported by their peers 
and also feel that they have achieved to a good standard within this group 

 where possible - using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups 
of children. 

 
Curriculum Planning in Religious Education 
 
We plan our religious education curriculum broadly in accordance with Havering & Redbridge LEAs 
Agreed Syllabus. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon prior learning. 
We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, 
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and we ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the children an 
increasing challenge as they move through the school.  
 
We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-term, medium-term 

and short-term). The long-term plan maps the religious education topics studied in each term during 

each key stage. The RE subject leader works out this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues 

in  each year group. We teach religious education topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially 

PSHE. Some of our medium-term (termly) topics have a particular historical or Art focus. In Key 

Stage 2 we place an increasing emphasis on independent study of religious themes and topics.  

 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. The RE subject leader keeps 
 and reviews these plans on a regular basis.  There are some lesson outlines and lesson plans 
provided by the Boroughs syllabus for our use as a reference. It is the responsibility of the subject 
coordinator to provide lesson objectives and some ideas about the content of the lesson and any 
activities that could take place.  
 
RE and other National Curriculum Subjects 
 
The nature of RE lends itself to support and involve many of the other curriculum subjects and as 
such, ensures that there are many opportunities for speaking and listening, a range of texts and 
stories to enjoy and many opportunities for writing. The use of ICT where appropriate enhances 
both visual aids and can be a valuable research tool. Some of the thematic units relate to both 
history and geography and there is a great deal of relevance, and many links to PSHE and SMSC. 
 
Resources  
 
Each year a budget is allocated to ensure that we have sufficient resources in our school to be able 
to teach all our religious education teaching units. We keep resources in boxes and they are used to 
enrich the teaching in religious education. The school library has a good supply of RE topic books 
and each class has I pads that enhance the children’s learning. There is an annual subscription to 
NATRE that enables access to their website and a termly circular that includes specific free 
resources. Espresso Faiths is a free resource and is widely used - mainly for the video clips. The 
borough runs a termly coordinators meeting and whenever possible it is attended by the co-ordinator. 
There is an annual conference that is run by NATRE that, if attended, provides a wealth of materials, 
data and workshops and acts as a motivational platform to inform on the state of RE across the 
country and promote the excellent teaching of RE in schools, all of this ensures that the subject 
within our school, will be current and well-resourced to ensure quality provision. 
 
 Monitoring and review 
 
RE subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the quality 
of the teaching in religious education. S/he is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the 
teaching of religious education, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and 
for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The RE subject leader 
presents the head teacher with an annual report which evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in 
the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. S/he has specially-allocated time for 
carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of the children’s work and talking to them, analysing 
planning and other ways of monitoring. 
 
How we measure the impact of RE  
 
The co-ordination and planning of the RE curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, 
who also:  
 

 supports colleagues keeping informed about current developments in RE and by 
providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject;  

 discusses progress with the head teacher and evaluates the strengths and weaknesses 
in RE, indicating areas for further improvement;  
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 uses specially allocated regular management time to review evidence of the children's 
work;  

 observes RE lessons taught by class teachers in order to provide constructive feedback, 
highlighting positive areas and areas on where they could improve. 

 
This policy should be read in conjunction with our Safeguarding Policies. 
 


