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Primary Languages Policy 

 
Introduction 
 
Upminster Junior School has taught French for a number of years, both informally prior to 
September 2014 and since that date on a more formal basis as part of the National Curriculum. 
This document sets out the school’s aims, principals and strategies for the delivery of French.  It 
will form the basis of the development of the language in the school over the next two years. 
 
Intent 
It is our intention for the French curriculum at Upminster Junior School to be taught in a stimulating 
and enjoyable manner.  We aim to encourage children’s curiosity about language. It is our goal to 
develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries and strive to embed skills such as 
speaking, listening, writing and reading. These are necessary to empower children to use and 
apply their French knowledge in a variety of ways and lay the foundations to adequately prepare 
them for KS3.  
 
Rational 
 
We aim to develop children’s experience of language acquisition and develop their understanding 
of what they hear and read, giving them an ability to express themselves in speech and writing. 
The study of languages extends the children’s knowledge of how language works; giving them 
awareness that all languages have a structure and this differs from one language to another. There 
is clear sequencing and progression in learning from Year 3 up to Year 6. This can strengthen their 
sense of identity through learning about a different culture whilst encouraging them to have a 
curiosity and understanding of cultural differences. 
  
Implementation 
 
Teaching is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum. Rigolo is a combination of 
traditional and new media.  Its structure makes French accessible and exciting to pupils. It is used 
with interactive whiteboards, so that the whole class can work on activities together. The course is 
divided into 3 units. Each unit is then divided into four to five lessons. Each unit combines 
animated scenes and activities with authentic pronunciation narrations. Rigolo 1 has the storyline 
of an English family moving to France, where they make friends and learn about life in a different 
country.  
The children write about the journey of the family within the units taught where they meet new 
people and understand new cultures.   
 
In line with the National Curriculum for MFL, pupils at Upminster Junior School are taught to: 

1. listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

1. explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and meaning of words 

2. engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help 

3. speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
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4. develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

5. present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

6. read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

7. appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

8. broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

9. write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 
clear 

10. describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

11. understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 
relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 
verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 
sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

 
Resources 
 
Rigolo uses interactive whiteboards.  Within the whiteboards are animated stories with a virtual 
teacher telling the story however at the same time the words of the story appear on the screen.  
There is associated work within each lesson. This program is uploaded within all the computers 
making it easy access for teaching.  
  
Impact 
 
French is monitored by the subject leader throughout all the year groups using a variety of 
strategies such as book scrutinise, lesson observations, staff discussions and pupil interviews. 
Children are continuously assessed to ensure that good progress is made. Feedback is given to 
teachers and leaders to use the information to see to what extent the children know more and 
remember more. We want to inspire children to be able to have the confidence to speak French as 
part of their everyday language; even if it is only to say Bonjour as a starting point! 
 
 
Inclusion 

French Primary language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 
balanced education to all children.  Through our Primary Languages teaching we provide learning 
opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress.  

 
All children have an equal right to develop and achieve their full potential and, as a result, all 
language lessons work towards promoting positive self-image and avoiding stereotyping and 
discrimination. 
 
 
 


