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Message from the Headteacher

As COVID restrictions are now being lifted, it has been great to see school life resuming normality - 
Year 4 greatly enjoyed their first trip out of school as they visited Southend Sea-Life Centre - further 
details in this newsletter, and it has been wonderful to start to invite parents in to school for information 
events - World War II trip and Safeguarding - as well as a Reading Workshop led by Education 
Consultant, Gerard Durcan. 

We would very much like to extend this next half term.  Each Friday we hold a ‘Sharing Assembly’.  
Four classes attend - one from each year group - and pupils share and celebrate the work they have 
carried out during the week.  We would like to invite parents of those classes to attend each week.  
The assemblies last no more than 30 minutes and commence at 9.10 am.  These are informal 
assemblies and please note that your child may not be presenting work - however, the teacher’s aim is 
to ensure that all pupils in the class have an opportunity to share throughout the year.  Please note the 
dates and classes for the Sharing Assemblies for the remainder of the spring term - we very much look 
forward to welcoming you:

25.2.22 - 3IB, 4D, 5T, 6G
4.3.22 - 3B, 4C, 5Z, 6C
11.3.22 - 3R, 4L, 5P, 6MG
18.3.22 - 3IB, 4D, 5T, 6G
25.3.22 - 3B, 4C, 5Z, 6C
31.3.22 (Thursday, last day of term) - 3R, 4L, 5P, 6MG

Monday 14th - Friday 18th February 2022 - Half Term

Monday 21st and Wednesday 23rd February - 
PARENTS’ EVENINGS (6MG ONLY - Monday 21st and 
Tuesday 22nd)

Monday 28th February and Tuesday 1st March - 
Bringing Books to Life Workshops

W/C Monday 28th February - Year 5 Visit to St Laurence 
Church

Thursday 3rd March - World Book Day - DRESS UP DAY

Monday 7th March 2022 - Year 3 Visit to Kew Gardens

Monday 14th & Tuesday 15th March -  Year 5 WW2 
Production to parents AM (time TBC)

Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th March 2022 - STEM 
Workshops

W/C Monday 21st March 2022 - Year 5 WW2 Residentials

Friday 25th March - 3B Class Exhibition to parents AM

Thursday 31st March 2022 - Last Day of Term

Friday 1st April - INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED FOR 
PUPILS



World Book Week

This year World Book day will be celebrated on Thursday 3rd 
March. On this day, we ask all pupils to dress up as a character 
from their favourite book-we look forward to seeing all of the 
exciting costumes! 

We are also going to have a visit from the author Neal Zetter who 
will be working with each year group. For this visit, we are asking 
for a contribution of £2 via ParentPay. 

Each year group will have a range of other exciting activities 
throughout the week to promote reading for pleasure. 



Being fluent and secure with your times tables are integral and foundational to building on new mathematical knowledge. As part of our commitment to 
make maths exciting and high profile in our school, we would like to further promote the importance of knowing times table facts up to 12 x 12 inside 
out. 

In year 2, children are expected to know their multiplication and division facts for the 2s, 5s and 10s. In year 3, they progress onto learning the 3s, 4s 
and 8s before finally being expected to know all their times tables up to 12x12 in year 4, where they take the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). 

Here are some of the incentives we are putting in place to further encourage children to practise and increase their recall speed of their times table 
facts using the domain Times Table Rockstars.

Fortnightly

For one week, each year group will host a ‘Battle of the Bands’ on Times Tables Rockstars to see which class can answer the most 
questions correctly. Be careful though - the time you can earn points for your class will be set. Therefore, no staying up past your 
bedtime! The class with the most points will get an extra 10 minutes breaktime the following week.

Half-termly

Every penultimate week of half term, children in years 4, 5 and 6 will receive a certificate in their diary detailing their ‘Rockstar Status’ 
on Times Table Rockstars. This indicates their recall speed for their times tables up to 12 x 12. Those who achieve a recall speed of 
less than 1 second (Rock Hero) or 2 seconds (Rock Legend) will receive a badge, celebrating their achievement.

Annually

Keep an eye out on Times Table Rockstars for national competitions.

The importance of practising the times tables - Mrs Burgin



Year 4 Visit to Southend Sea-Life Centre

. 
Year 4 went to Southend Sea-life Centre this week. The 
children had a wonderful time seeing many animals 
including; sharks, meerkats, butterflies, monkeys, giant 
tortoises and a variety of tropical fish. The penguins 
were a clear favourite and we got see to them being fed 
their lunch.  We even saw dinosaurs!

The children were polite, well behaved, 
and  a credit to our school. It was lovely 
to see them enjoying themselves with 
their friends and teachers.

We ended our day with a play on 
the beach, collecting shells and 
stones.



Sports Round-Up - Mr Butter

Our Year 5 & 6 Girls and Boys 
team vs. JOPS on Monday 

7th February.

On Monday 25th January, our tag rugby team travelled to Noak Hill Sports Centre to 
compete in the Havering Tag Rugby Tournament’s first round. On the day, we came 2nd 
out of the six schools that were in our pool, meaning that we were through to finals.
So on Thursday 10th February, we competed against the other schools in the Borough 
who finished first and second in their respective pools. Out of the 24+ schools that 
entered the tournament, UJS were able to come 7th! I was very proud of everyone who 
participated, showing great team spirit and sportsmanship. 
Bring on next year’s tournament!



Reading Workshop with Gerard Durcan

On Thursday 10th February, we had the pleasure of 
welcoming back to school Gerard Durcan to lead a 
workshop for parents on supporting their children with 
reading.  This is the third time Gerard has led this session in 
the school, and once again, was so well received.  Here are 
a few comments from parents who attended:

Gerard was really informative and really gave me 
food for thought on ways to support my 
children…Lots of great links and lots of ways to 
move forward and support reading.  Super 
presentation!

Thank you for today’s session, you have really 
helped encourage me as a parent…the 
importance of reading and ways of helping the 
children.

One hour packed full of practical tips and 
strategies for making reading fun for the whole 
family and developing a love of books with our 
little ones.  Thank you!



Stars of the Week Many congratulations to our recent ‘stars’!

Class 24.1.22 31.1.22

3IB Avaani Izzie

3B Jack Zoe

3R Parker B Bertie

4D Maisie Jenson

4C Georgina Autumn

4L Mack Elsie

5Z Thomas E Oliver

5T Clarke Emme

5P Ethan Ecem

6G Elizabeth Imogen

6MG Annie W Josh

6C Anya Pippa


