
 
Year 5 Curriculum Overview 2020-21 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English 
 

 

RWI – It’s not a 
fairy tale by Jeremy 
Strong 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1. To identify and 
discuss themes and 
conventions in and 
across a wide range 
of writing 
2.To role play a mini-
episode of a 
humorous novel 
3.To understand the 
dialogue of 
characters 
4.To ask questions 
to improve my 
understanding of the 
author Jeremy 
Strong 
5. To ask questions 
to improve 
understanding of the 
author Jeremy 
Strong 
 
Writing: 
1.To predict the 
ending of a 
humorous narrative 
2. To write an 
‘Emotion, comma’ 
sentence 
3.To plan my writing 
by developing my 
initial ideas 
4.To write a 3-ed 
sentence 
5.To explain 
characters’ feelings 

Literacy Shed – 
Man on the Moon & 
Baboon on the 
Moon 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1.To explore 
characters’ thoughts 
and feelings 
2.To perform own 
writing to an 
audience changing 
tone of voice 
3.To develop  ideas 
for journalistic writing 
using role play 
4.To plan my writing 
by developing my 
ideas during role 
play 
5.To explain 
thoughts of a 
character using 
evidence from the 
film 
 
Writing: 
1. To write a 
playscript describing 
characters’ thoughts 
and feelings 
2.To write a DE:DE 
sentence 
3.To proofread 
writing to use correct 
tenses 
4.To write a ‘more, 
the more’ sentence 
5. To compare 
similar themed films 

Literacy Shed – 
The Piano 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1.To ask questions 
about  to further 
improve 
understanding of the 
film 
2. To use role play to 
plan the next chapter 
of ‘The Piano’ 
 
Writing: 
1.To predict what 
might happen from 
details stated and 
implied in the film 
2. To identify how 
language, structure 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 
3.To use dialogue to 
describe characters 
4.To understand 
characters’ thoughts 
5. To understand 
how emotions can 
create atmosphere 
6. To write a 
flashback in the 
same style as the 
film 
7.To proofread 
writing for spelling 
and grammar errors 
 
GPS: 

Adventure Novel – 
Kensuke’s 
Kingdom by 
Michael Morpurgo 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1.To consider and 
evaluate different 
viewpoints, attending 
to and building on 
the contributions of 
others of a balanced 
argument – ‘Should 
my family sail 
around the world?’ 
2.To perform a poem 
using intonation, 
volume and tone 
3.Tocheck if the 
book makes sense – 
drawing Kensuke 
island using 
evidence from the 
novel 
4. To retrieve facts 
from non-fiction texts 
– newspaper articles 
5. To ask questions 
to improve 
understanding and 
explore ideas 
6.To discuss the 
impact of the novels 
read in year 5 
 
 
Writing: 
1.To write a 
balanced argument 
2.To write an ‘If,if,if’ 
sentence 

RWI – Dragon Slayer – 
narrative from a 
different culture 
Speaking and Listening: 
1.To identify the 
signifiers and examples 
of different culture 
customs 
2.To give feedback and 
improve my writing and 
my peer’s 
3.To retrieve information 
about an ogre from non-
fiction texts 
4.To develop  ideas from 
discussed texts about 
mythical dragons 
 
Writing: 
1.To predict the ending 
of  traditional stories 
from different cultures  
2.To understand how the 
setting affect how a 
character acts 
3.To use inference to 
collect information about 
a character from the text 
4.To write a description 
that reveals information 
about a character and 
creates an atmosphere 
5.To plan writing by 
developing ideas from 
reading other writing 
about an ogre 
6. To write a Dragon 
Spotter guide using 
presentation techniques 
e.g. bullet points 
 

RWI – Prometheus and 
Pandora - Myths 
Speaking and Listening: 
1.To ask questions about 
the actions of a character 
2.To evaluate how 
authors use language to 
describe a character – 
Zeus 
3. To empathise with 
characters – Pandora 
4.To discuss the features 
of different types of 
instructional texts 
 
Writing: 
1.To write a prediction 
about the outcome of the 
myth 
2.To recap the 
‘Verb,person’ sentence 
3.To write an apology 
letter to mankind from 
Pandora’s point of view 
4. To write instructional 
text adding extra 
information  - magical 
potion for mythical 
creature which enhances 
their powers 
5.To proofread writing to 
enhance and clarify by 
proposing changes to 
vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation. 
6.To write an 
autobiography about 
their time in year 5. 
 
GPS: 



 
and thoughts or 
reasons for their 
actions. 
6.To proofread the 
writing of my peer 
7. To distinguish 
between biography 
and autobiography 
writing 
8.To write a 
biography 
9. To describe 
settings and 
characters to create 
an atmosphere  
10. To write a ‘Ad, 
same ad’ sentence 
11. I can use 
dialogue to describe 
a character 
 
GPS: 
1.To identify 
antonyms 
2.To reshape 
sentences 
3. To use a colon to 
introduce a list or 
add further 
information 
4. To identify and 
use modal verbs 
5.To write and 
identify adverbials of 
time 
5.To spell words with 
the ‘ious’ suffix 
6.To punctuate 
dialogue correctly 
7.To use a colon to 
introduce a list 
8.To use commas to 
separate items in a 
list 

6. To write a 
persuasive letter 
 
GPS: 
1.To explore abstract 
nouns 
2.To identify and use 
adverbs of manner to 
describe characters 
actions 
3.To understand the 
past perfect tense 
4. To use the 
passive voice 
5.To use adverbials 
of time to create 
chronological order 
6.To use semi-
colons in sentences 
as parenthesis 
7. To use the present 
perfect tense 
8.To spell words 
ending ‘-cial’ and – 
‘tial’ 
9. To explore 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.To explore 
compound and 
complex sentences 
2.To use commas in 
complex sentences 
3.To punctuate 
dialogue using 
inverted commas 
4.To use contrasting 
conjunctions to write 
complex sentences 
5. To use synonyms 
to shade the 
meaning of 
characters’ actions 
6. To use imperative 
verbs 
7.To use hyphens to 
make compound 
words 
8. To use and 
identify different 
types of fronted 
adverbials 
9. To use past 
perfect tense to mark 
relationships of time 
and cause 
10.To use 
prepositions of time 
11.To use 
apostrophe correctly 
for plural possession 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.To write a poem 
using emotive 
language 
4.To plan writing by 
noting and 
developing initial 
ideas, drawing on 
reading where 
necessary 
5.To proofread for 
spelling errors and 
correct them using a 
dictionary 
6.To evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
others’ writing 
7.To use 3 bad –
(dash) question 
sentence 
8.To write an 
adventure story 
surviving on an 
island 
9. To write a diary 
entry over 
consecutive days 
10.To compare 
novels of the same 
author – Michael 
Morpurgo 
11.To recommend 
books that I have 
read, giving reasons 
for my choices, 
illustrating an 
awareness of the 
writer's purpose and 
its effect on the 
reader. 
12.To summarise 
the main points of 
Kensuke’s  Kingdom 
 
 

GPS: 
1.To identify the 
subjunctive form 
2.To create cohesion 
within a  paragraph 
3.To turn nouns and 
adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes 
4. To use bullet points to 
summarise a text 
5.To identify subordinate 
clauses 
6. To use brackets to 
indicate parenthesis 
7. To use reported 
speech 
8.To use adverbs of 
manner, time, place, 
degree, frequency and 
certainty 
9.To identify determiners 
10.To use prefixes to 
change the meaning of 
verbs 
11.To use commas to 
indicate parenthesis 
12.to use dashes to 
indicate parenthesis 
 
 
 
 
Spelling: 
1.Words with ‘silent’ 
letters at the start.  
2.Words with ‘silent’ 
letters within the word 
3.Challenge Words 
4.Words spelled with ’ie’ 
after c. 
 

1.To use commas for 
parenthesis 
2.To explore the use of 
colon 
3. To understand the 
difference between 
hyphens and dashes 
4. To use synonyms to 
add shades of meaning 
5. To use expanded 
noun phrases 
 
Spelling: 
1.Homophones 
2.Challege words 
3.Hyphenated words 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
RWI - Poetry 
Goodnight Stroud 
by Pie Corbett. Last 
night I saw the city 
breathing by 
Andrew  
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1.To understand why 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
to recreate real or 
imagined 
experiences 
2.To perform a poem 
using intonation, 
tone and volume 
3.To be able to 
participate in 
discussions, 
challenging views 
courteously 
4. To identify and 
discuss themes 
across a range of 
poems 
 
Writing: 
1.To plan a poem by 
noting and 
developing initial 
ideas 
2.To distinguish tell 
the difference 
between statements 
of fact and opinion 
3.To write a 
persuasive letter 
4.To proofread my 
writing for spelling, 

 
 
 
Historical Novel – 
Street Child by 
Berlie Doherty 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1. To explain my 
thoughts using book 
reviews of the novel 
2.To use drama 
techniques to 
explore a key 
moment in the plot 
 
Writing: 
1.To write a diary 
entry explaining how 
the setting influences 
the character’s 
actions 
2.To plan writing a 
letter by considering 
how authors have 
developed 
characters and 
settings 
3.To write a letter 
describing the 
characters and  
atmosphere 
4.To edit and 
improve vocabulary, 
grammar and 
spelling 
 
GPS: 
1.To explore 
prepositions of time 
2.To use brackets, 
dashes or commas 
to create parenthesis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical 
Adventure Novel – 
Friend or Foe by 
Michael Morpurgo 
Speaking and 
Listening: 
1.To discuss events 
and character (Mr 
Reynolds) within a 
book 
2.To explore 
characters through 
role play 
 
Writing: 
1.To write a narrative 
considering how the 
author developed the 
characters 
2. To compare the 
different settings 
(London & Devon) 
the author have 
developed 
3.To write a diary 
entry from an 
evacuees point of 
view over a time 
period 
4.To proofread 
writing and give 
feedback on 
classmate’s writing 
5. To plan and write 
a playscript 
considering 
characters 

GPS: 
1.To discuss and 
evaluate figurative 
language 
2.To use semi-
colons as 
parenthesis 
3. To write reported 
speech 
4.To change nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs by adding 
suffixes 
5.To add information 
to sentences starting 
with a relative 
pronoun such as: 
who, whose, that, 
where 
6.To create cohesion 
across paragraphs 
using adverbials of 
time 
7.To identify 
determiners 
(articles) 
8.To use Standard 
English 
 
 
 
 
Spelling: 
1.Words with the ‘ee’ 
sound spelled ei 
after c.  
 2.Words containing 
the letter string 
‘ough’ where the 
sound is /aw/. 
 3.Words containing 
the letter string 
’ough’ where the 
sound is /o/ as in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
commas and 
vocabulary 
 
GPS: 
1.To write expanded 
noun phrases 
2.To be able to 
indicate degrees of 
possibility using 
modal verbs 
3.To add information 
to my sentences 
using relative 
clauses 
4. To explore modal 
verbs 
5.To punctuate 
dialogue correctly 
6.To use 
coordinating 
conjunctions 
7. To use relative 
clauses and implied 
relative pronouns 
8. To use the 
passive voice 
 
Spelling: 
1.Words ending in ‘-
ious.’ 
2.Words ending in ‘–
cious.’   
3.Ending ‘-cial’ and ‘-
tial.’   
4.Challege words 

3.To use 
apostrophes for 
plural nouns of 
possession 
4.To choose 
pronouns for clarity 
and cohesion 
5.To create cohesion 
between paragraphs 
– adverbials of time 
6.To use relative 
clauses starting with 
relative pronouns 
7.To use semi-
colons to break up 
clauses in a 
sentence 
8. To use 
apostrophes for 
possession of plural 
nouns 
 
Spelling: 
1.Words ending in ‘-
ant.’   
2.Words ending in ‘-
ance.’  ‘-ance’  
3.Use –ent and -
ence  after soft c  
4.Words ending in ‘-
able’ and ‘-ible. 
5.Words ending in ‘-
ably’ and ‘-ibly. 

6.To proofread 
writing for tenses 
and spelling errors 
 
GPS: 
1. To indicate 
degrees of possibility 
using adverbs to 
describe a character 
2. To use fronted 
adverbials to create 
cohesion within and 
between paragraphs 
3.To change nouns 
or adjectives to 
verbs by adding 
suffixes such as –
ate, -ise, -ify eg 
elasticate 
4.To edit pronouns ‘I, 
me and my’ 
5.To build cohesion 
within paragraphs 
using adverbs and 
conjunctions 
6.To write in third 
and first person 
(pronouns) 
7.To spell words 
ending in ‘-ant.’  ‘-
ant’ 
8. To use imperative 
verbs (commands) 
9.To use bullet 
points to summarise 
a text  
 
Spelling: 
1.Challenge Words  
2. Words ending in ‘-
able.’   
3.Adverbs of time  
4. Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 

boat or ‘ow’ as in 
cow.  
4.Adverbs of 
possibility.. 
5.Challenge Words 
 

 
 



 
letters to words 
ending in –fer.  
 

Cross-curricular Writing Create a persuasive 
poster that people 
should live on Mars 
 
Write an explanation 
text why shadows 
change during the 
day 

Write a Trip Advisor 
style review about 
Brazil 
 
Compare a day in 
the life of a child  in 
the UK and Brazil 

Write a web article 
about the need of 
healthy living 
 
Write an explanation 
how the heart and 
lungs work in our 
bodies 

Write an eyewitness 
statement about the 
Battle of Britain 
 
Write a letter as a 
WW II evacuee 
 
Write a non-
chronological report 
about the life cycle 
of a marsupial 

Write a story as a water 
molecule explaining the 
Water Cycle 
 
Write a persuasive text 
how river environments 
need to be protected  
 

Write a persuasive letter 
to the council how to use 
school pupils as 
ambassadors for the 
youth to encourage 
recycling. 
 
Write a speech how they 
would persuade people 
to purchase their 
upcycled design of 
clothing 

Mathematics Place Value 
Addition  

Subtraction 
Statistics 

 

Multiplication 
Division 

Perimeter 
Area 

 

Multiplication 
Division 

Fractions 

Fractions 
Decimals 

Percentages 

Decimals 
Properties of Shapes 

Position and Direction 
Converting Units 

Measures 
Volume 

 

Themes To Infinity and 
Beyond 

Awesome Americas 
 

Fit 4 Fun Britain at War Raging Rivers My, how you’ve 
changed 

Trips/Visits/Experiences Royal London 
Observatory 

National London 
Art Gallery 

Samba Workshop 
Maths Week 

Barking Gudwara 

Waitrose 
Book Week 

Pizza Express 

Holocaust 
Workshop 

WWII Residential 
Upminster Windmill 
St Laurence Church 

River Ingrebourne 
Maths Workshop 

Art Week 

Science Earth and Space Forces Animals, including 
humans: Circulatory 

System 

 Animals. Including 
humans: Life cycles 

Properties and changes 
of materials 

Computing 5.1 
We are game 
developers 
 
Developing an 
interactive game 
 
Programming 

5.2 
We are 
cryptographers 
 
Cracking codes 
 
Computational 
thinking 

5.3 
Online safety and 
We are web 
developers 
 
Creating an e-safety 
website 
 
Computer networks 

5.4 
We are artists 
 
Creating geometrical 
art 
 
Creativity 

5.5 
We are bloggers 
 
Creating and writing a 
blog page 
 
Communication/collabor
ation 

5.6 
We are architects 
 
Creating a virtual space 
 
Productivity 

History    How Upminster was 
effected by WW II? 

  



 
Geography  North and South 

America – Brazil & 
Mexico 

 Location Knowledge Investigating Rivers 
River Field Study 

 

Art Starry Night – 
Vincent Van Gogh 

Pop Art & Cubism - 
Romero Britto 

 3D art - Clay - 
Clarice Cliff 

  

Design and Technology   Healthy Diet  Bridge crossing River 
Thames 

Fashion and Textile 

RE What does it mean to be a Sikh? What will make our 
town/city a more 
respectful place? 

Why is prayer 
important to religious 
believers? 

What does it mean to be a Christian? 

PSHE Jigsaw: Being Me in 
My World 

Jigsaw: Celebrating 
Differences 

Jigsaw: Dream and 
Goals 

Jigsaw: Healthy Me Jigsaw: Relationships  Drug and Alcohol 
Education 

RSE Education 

PE Indoor Athletics 
Creative Games 

Circuit Training 
Netball 

Gymnastics 
Quad kids 

Dance: Jive 
Cricket 

Handball 
Tri-Golf 

Athletics 
Orienteering 

French Rigolo 2 Unit 1  
Salut Gustave 

Rigolo 2 Unit 2 
A l’ecole  
 

Rigolo 2 Unit 3 
La noumiture 

Rigolo 2 Unit 4 
En ville 

Rigolo 2 Unit 5 
En vacances 
 

Rigolo 2 Unit 6 
Chez moi 

Music Living on a Prayer 
Style: Rock 

Unit: Classroom Jazz 
1 
Style: Jazz 
History of Jazz 

Unit: Make you feel 
my love 
Style: Pop Ballads 

Songs for 
Production: 
Learn Songs and 
perform to an 
audience 

 Dancin’ in the Street 
Style: Motown 

International and 
Society 

Persuading people 
to work and live on 

Mars. 

Deforestation in the 
Amazon 

International Health 
report on a global 

issue 

How has axis 
countries changed 
the British cuisine? 

How is children’s education 
affected due to the lack of 
clean running water across 

the world? 

Shaping our future: 
the climate challenge 

 
 
 


